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Henry Norwest (Northwest).  WWI Sniper (b.c. 1881- d.1918) 
 

In nearly three years of service with the 50th Canadian Infantry Battalion during WWI, 
lance corporal Norwest achieved a documented sniping record of 115 fatal shots. 

 
Norwest was born circa 1881-82 at Fort Saskatchewan, the son of Louis Northwest or 

Watson and Geneviève Boucher, both Métis. His father lived for a time with the Cree band 
led by Kiskaquin (Bobtail). Henry accepted Métis scrip in 1885. 

 
Henry worked as a saddler and cowboy. After the start of the First World War in 1914, 

he joined the Canadian Expeditionary Force (January 1915) under the name Henry Louis 
and served with the 3rd Canadian Mounted Rifles. He was discharged for drunkenness and 
briefly worked for the Royal North West Mounted Police (RNWMP) before re-enlisting 
on September 8, 1915. On his attestation papers he listed his employment as a saddler 
working for the RNWMP. Two months later his unit, the 50th Canadian Infantry Battalion, 
left for England and they were in France by August of 1916. 

 

 
 

 
Henry became the greatest sniper in both the Canadian and British forces and was 

officially credited with 115 observed hits, the highest ever recorded in the annals of the 
British army. It is possible that his total is much higher since he only counted hits 
confirmed by a second person. He was known to the German troops and feared by them. 
His marksmanship and camouflage skills were likely developed from a childhood spent 
hunting. He was one of only 90 men in the Canadian Expeditionary force/Canadian Corps 
to earn the Military Medal with Bar. 

 
At night, he would cross enemy lines and wait for days with his rifle fitted with a 

telescopic lens, until he got just the right shot. He was awarded the Military Medal in 1917 
and posthumously awarded a bar to this medal. 

 
In August of 1918, prior to the attack on Amiens, Norwest volunteered to go to the 

front to disable machine gun positions and German snipers. On August 18th, a German 
sniper shot him in the head. His comrades placed the following inscription on his 
temporary grave; “It must have been a damned good sniper that got Norwest.” He was 
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buried near Amiens in France. One of his sniper rifles is on exhibit at the Kings Own 
Calgary Regiment Museum in Calgary.  
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Northwest Family Scrip Applications: 
 
Northwest, Thomas; address: Buffalo Lake; born: May, 1884 at Saddle Lake; father: Louis 
Northwest (Métis); mother: Genevieve Batoche (Métis); scrip issued for 240 acres; file 
ref. 789988; claim no. 3302.  
 
Northwest, Joseph; address: Innisfail; born: 1877 at Fort Saskatchewan; father: Louis 
Northwest or Watson (Métis); mother: Genevieve Batoche (Métis); scrip cert.: form E, no. 
2550; claim no. 3301.  
 
Northwest, Henry; address: Buffalo Lake; born: 1881 or 1882 at Fort Saskatchewan; 
father: Louis Northwest (Métis); mother: Genevieve Batoche (Métis); scrip cert.: form C, 
no. 1740; claim no. 3303.  
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